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Webinar Reminders 

 
We mute all participants upon entering the presentation. Please do 

not unmute yourself. 

 

If you would like to ask a question during the presentation, please 

use the “Chat” function. 

 

 

 

 

We will unmute everyone at the end for “live” questions.  

 

This presentation will be posted to www.immunization.mt.gov under 

the VFC Training and Resource Page 

 

Let’s get started!! 
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http://www.immunization.mt.gov/
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Section 4 VFC Eligibility 

 

Screening    pages 15–17 

 

Documenting   pages 17–18 

 

Special Circumstances pages 19–20 

 

 

2012 = Blue       2013 = Lavender      2014 = Green 

       (Update sent 08/21/2014) 

VFC Provider Handbook 



 It’s Federal Law  

 Budget considerations 

 

 Immunization Program: 
 Enforces the requirement 

 Recovers vaccine given to ineligible 
patients 

 Refers intentional or grossly negligent 
cases for fraud and abuse investigation. 

 

 Leeway for ignorance; however: 
 Distribute the VFC Provider Handbook 
 Regional Meetings 
 VFC Hot Topics Webinars 
 Enrollment Visits 
 Compliance Site Visits 

 Annual Education Requirement 
 Requirement to notify us of change in 

vaccine manager/alternate manager. 

THE MOST IMPORTANT 

VFC Requirement: 
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Under 19 years of age: 

 

 Private Providers: 

 Medicaid  

 Uninsured  

 American Indian/Alaskan Native 

 

 FQHC/RHC/Local Health Departments: 

 Medicaid  

 Uninsured  

 American Indian/Alaskan Native 

 VFC Underinsured – Insurance with 

NO coverage for immunizations 

 

 Local Health Departments: 

 Additional vaccine programs 

Who can you serve? 
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Eligibility Cheat Sheets 
www.immunization.mt.gov (VFC link) 
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Under 19 years of age: 

 

 Serve100% VFC Eligible Population 

 Certify once per year  

no screening 

 

 Birthing Hospitals 

 Universal Hep B birth dose 

 Do not “screen,” but track 

Special Eligibility Circumstances 

August 2014 VFC Hot Topics  

Eligibility Screening 

 



 

 At every immunization visit:  

 “Screen” – Ask  

 “Document” – Record the answer 

(even if it hasn’t changed from last 

visit) 

 

 Document in a way that can be traced 

back to the patient and the immunization 

visit (dated). 

 

 For annual re-enrollment, must be able to 

tally pediatric (0–19) immunization 

patients by eligibility category and age.  

 

Overview Eligibility 

Screening Requirements 
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Eligibility Screening: 

 

 

• If we randomly picked 10 pediatric 

immunization patients over the last year, 

is their eligibility status recorded at each 

visit?  

 

• Can you tally IZ patients by eligibility 

category and age for annual 

enrollment?  

 

• How does the person administering the 

shot know whether to use public or 

private vaccine? 

Acid Test: 
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Depends on whether you are: 

 

 

 Integrated Provider – Records patient shot 

information directly into imMTrax; automatically 

decrements inventory 

 

 Aggregate Provider – Only enters aggregate 

doses administrated once per month 

(decrements inventory); Does not enter patient-

level information or is on an electronic data feed.  

 

 

Documenting Eligibility 

Status: 
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Document in a way that can be traced back to the 

patient and the immunization visit (dated): 

 

Integrated Providers use imMTrax to document eligibility. 

Exception: If you do not manage your private vaccine in 

imMTrax, you must document eligibility screening for 

privately insured patients outside of imMTrax.  

 

Integrated Providers 
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Use the “Data extract for billing” report as a quality check: 

 

Integrated Providers 

Vaccine 

Stock 

Eligibility 

Status 
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Errors or exceptions: “Data extract for billing” 

Integrated Providers: 

Not allowed 

Only for borrowing payback 

Must have paper borrowing form to back-up these transactions. 
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Automatically tallies immunization numbers for annual 

re-enrollment: 

Integrated Providers: 
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Document in a way that can be traced back to the patient 

and the immunization visit (dated): 

 

Aggregate providers must document VFC eligibility status 

outside imMTrax: 

 

Rules are the same: 

1. Ask and document at each visit 

2. Tally at the end of the year 

 

 

• Paper form or questionnaire (dated with patient name) 

• State-supplied paper eligibility log (on our website) 

• Enter in paper chart or EHR 

 

Aggregate Providers 

August 2014 VFC Hot Topics  

Eligibility Screening 

 



Aggregate Providers 
State-supplied Paper Log 
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Pitfalls to avoid: 

 

• Must be able to record ALL eligibility categories including 

“not eligible” (private pay) 

• Must be attached to visit or shot (not just part of 

demographic information) 

• Must be able to tally IZ patients at the end of the year.  

• Paper chart - List on state-supplied log sheet so you can 

easily tally at end of year. 

• If you use an intake questionnaire, you must retain ALL for 

three years (not just most current). 

• If you use the state-supplied log sheet as the ONLY way you 

document eligibility, must list ALL immunization visits, not just 

VFC. 

 

Aggregate Providers 

Call us before changing your process or 

programming custom functions in EHR. 
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Please do it. It’s the law!!! 

 

1. Ask and document at each visit. 

2. Tally immunization numbers by eligibility category 

and age for annual enrollment 

 

Integrated Providers: Use imMTrax 
Exception: If you do not manage your private vaccine in imMTrax, you must 

document eligibility screening for privately insured patients outside of imMTrax. 

 

Aggregate Providers: Must document and tally outside 

imMTrax 

 

We are required to check your screening and 

documenting process during compliance site visits. 

Re-cap VFC Eligibility 

Screening Requirements: 
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